Love at First Sight

When Pamela Claypole was 56 years old, her whole life
changed. She was outside working in her garden on a
Saturday morning when suddenly She felt dizzy. That’s all she
remembers. Neighbours found her lying on the ground,
unconscious. At a nearby hospital, doctors made their
diagnosis: Pamela had had a stroke. She couldn’t move the
left side of her body, and she couldn’t see, hear, or speak.
Gradually, she got better. In a few months, she was able to
use the left side of her body again, and she was able to hear
and speak. But she still couldn’t see. Her doctors told her she
might be blind for the rest of her life.

Pamela came home from the hospital and began learning to
live without her sight. It wasn’t easy. Pamela was single, and
she lived alone. There were days when she wished she hadn’t
survived the stroke. But as time went on, she began to adjust.
She learned to take care of herself - to cook, to clean, to shop.
There were just a few things she couldn’t do. She couldn’t fix
things in her house, for example. When something broke, her
friends had to help her.

One morning about three years after her stroke, Pamela was
washing dishes and realised that the water wasn’t going down
the drain in her kitchen sink. It was probably clogged. “Call
Mitch,” her friends told her. Mitch was the local handyman. He
fixed things for people and helped them with jobs around the
house. He was middle-aged and single, and he loved his work.



