La Dolce Vita (The Sweet Life)

When He was 34 years old, Gerardo Pecchia left his village in Italy to work in the United States. He worked in the United States for 40 years; then, at the age of 74, he retired and returned to Campodimele, his native village.

Campodimele was as beautiful as Gerardo remembered it. The tiny town is on a mountaintop 75 miles south of Rome, surrounded by olive trees. A medieval wall encircles the village, and narrow stone streets wind between its quaint old houses. In the center of the town there is a picturesque piazza --- a town square --- where people gather to chat in the shade of a 300-year-old elm tree. Even the weather in Campodimele is beautiful: At 2,100 feet above sea level, the town catches fresh sea breezes that keep the temperatures moderate --- not too hot , and not to cold.

Gerardo was happy to back in Campodimele among family and old friends. He was happy, too, that he had enough money to enjoy his retirement. During his 40 years in the United States, he has paid into the Social Security fund, so he received a small pension. Each time he cashed a check, he exchanged his U.S. dollars for Italian lira, and he had enough lira to live a simple but comfortable life.

Gerardo lived contentedly in Campodimele for 25 years; then, when he was 99 years old, he had a serious problem --- not with his health, as could be expected at that age --- but with the U.S. government.

